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Flowers of India is one year
oldi

Flowers of India site was started in
n May 2005. We have come a2 long
_ way. Number of flowers has
increased and we have leary T
photography m the process)

Australian Bottic Plant

Thanks toc everybody who if
contributed in terms of .
All of us like to look a1 those pretty flowers bloomsag all around, especully in winiers. Remember that tree laden with yellow flowers, which hang like suacestions. ohotooranhs, F RS
bunches of grapes” How often have you wondersd What's that flower? Nobody sround you seems 10 know the answer. Thers was 2 time, whena ot of :
people knew sbout alet of flowers. But for the cury bred mdnidual, flowens are oaly hike pretty pictures. The pace of citv life tends to alienate the X
mdividual from mother naruee, which brought hem wnio existence in the first place. -

Flowers of India is mmed at having information gbout all the flowens found in India, with their common names. especially bn Indian languages, pitures tod
baitat, sasily available in one place. This is meant to be & place you can look at if you saw 2 flower and wamed 1o know more about it, Knowing more
about flowsey, and then gomg out and having s look at them, will be mere Bke communing with nature. \

The beaen wall be awiky (o the i of Fiowers from'12.20 Aurust. The site will nog be updsted dunag this tume

52

Contnbuts Flowe Puctiires

Mﬁllﬂiim Sewers’ Have veu takee pictan of some Sowwn which

www.flowersofindia.net

is @ wonderful site showcasing the flow-
ers of India, maintained by amateur
flower enthusiasts, Thingam' Girija and
Tabish Qureshi from Jamia Millia Islamia.
They are the creators of this site and the
site lists Girija as a “flower hunter” and
Tabish as a “web designer”.

The web site is full of stunning
photographs of flowers, trees and cactii,
most of which have been photographed
by Girija and Tabish. The site is designed
beautifully and lets you search for your
favorite flowers by name and by color
from a collection of over five hundred
photographs! Moreover, each photo-
graph lists the complete botanical name
of the flower with a short informative
description. What is most appealing to
the lay flower enthusiast is the number
of popular and “common names” of
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‘S,n:a.::h for a lowes

: \
(You can try Indian langpusges names tnu’!! Search

flowers in vernacular Indian languages
listed in this site. The creators of the site
have gone out of their way find out as
many Indian names - in Hindi, Tamil,
Manipuri, Malayalam, Bengali, and
Telugu, for instance - for many of the
flowers. So, this is one site where you
can find “Harsingar”, “Nargis”, “Mogra”,
“Malli”, “Champa”, "Kachnar”, “Amaltas”,
“Cherei”, “Rangan”, “Rajnigandha” and
many more. |

The site also includes a section
on “unidentified flowers” where the
hosts invite you to share your knowl-
edge and identify these unknown flow-
ers. In fact, many of the flowers listed
on the site have been identified by visi-
tors to the site and friends of Tabish
and Girija whom they acknowledge on
the site. Interesting recent additions to
this site are sections on “Understanding

Botanical Names”, “Flower Shapes”, and

“Leaf Shapes” which are extremely illu-
minating for a lay flower enthusiast.

For physicist Tabish Qureshi,
and student of psychology, Thingam
Girija, the creation of this site is truly a
labor of love. It is sure to delight the
professional botanist with its quality
and authenticity and turn the uniniti-
ated visitor into a die hard flower en-
thusiast.




